The Eastern Question

Thus success brought success, disaster consequently led to
disaster. And so when the tide turned it was perhaps
inevitable that these nomadic highwaymen should have
exhibited themselves as unfit for governing the vast and
heterogeneous empire over which their Sultans held sway
and from which they endeavoured to exact tribute.

As the Turkish Empire decayed so the rivalry, jealousy,
greed and interference of the European Powers increased!
The Treaty of PARIS which followed the Crimean War was
intended as a prop for the decaying edifice. The Congress
of BERLIN of 18 78 had regulated the processes of disintegration.
At Paris these highwaymen had been converted into respectable
citizens of the European system. At Berlin disillusion had
forced the Powers to prepare for the end.

The struggle of Greece for independence had appealed to
the classicism of the British governing class, the resurrection
of Servia was smiled upon by Russia but created complica-
tions for Austria-Hungary with her own restless subject Slav
populations ; Bulgarians had received the sympathy of the
British Liberals, and the subsequent emergence of an inde-
pendent Bulgaria, the approval of Russia and the equanimity,
if not indeed connivance, of Austria-Hungary, which regarded
a resurrected Bulgaria as a buffer to Russian aspirations in
the Balkans. The principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia
achieved independence as Rumania, and likewise Montenegro
which had remained practically unconquered if not politically
independent under the rule of its Prince Bishops; Albania
was shortly to be created an independent state at the behest
of Austria.

However, as these several nations achieved autonomy or
regained their full sovereignty, the problem arose as to what
was to happen to that remaining portion of Turkey in
Europe -which had not been incorporated within these
resurrected Christian States, and which contain a medley of
Greeks, Serbs, Bulgarians, Albanians and Jews as well as
Turkish Moslems. This became known as the MACEDONIAN
Problem and provided the Powers with excuse for constant
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